
Video Evidence of Feed Pollution into Kinglas Water (Loch Fyne) on 6 August 2023 – 

effluent from Cooke Aquaculture’s Cairndow Hatchery or Bakkafrost’s processing plant? 

 

Don Staniford of $camon $cotland and the Real Salmon Farming Resistance filmed at Cairndow 

on Loch Fyne on Sunday 6 August 2023 – video evidence of feed pollution via an effluent pipe 

spewing discharges into Kinglas Water was filmed near Cooke Aquaculture’s Cairndow 

Hatchery and Bakkafrost’s Cairndow processing plant on the Ardkinglas Estate:  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv64ADlT6io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOebEqgSKDA


The video footage shot on Sunday 6 August 2023 details above clearly shows feed pellets – and 

potentially viruses, pathogens, bacteria, infectious diseases and other pollutants – coming out of 

the effluent pipe and settling on the riverbed of Kinglas Water and then into Loch Fyne: 

 

 
 

Such is the volume of feed pellets that you can pick up the squishy gunk with your hand: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv64ADlT6io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOebEqgSKDA


Video footage was shot of Cooke Aquaculture’s Cairndow Hatchery which is understood to be 

the source of the effluent pollution into Kinglas Water which flows into Loch Fyne: 

 

 
 

The video includes a man in a green hoodie following and filming our visit: 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/852256686/844e9c36ed


Video footage was shot upstream of the effluent pipe into Kinglas Water: 

 

 
 

 

Video footage was shot near Bakkafrost’s Cairndow processing plant - where the man in a green 

hoodie (who claimed he did not work for Bakkafrost) started filming: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_s8TfuTbwpc
https://vimeo.com/852240934/14a7a94861


The man in the green hoodie followed on foot and in a black Audi car: 

 

 
 

 

 

For locational purposes here is video footage showing the public entrance to the Ardkinglas 

Estate, the start of the Gruffalo woodland trail and the black Audi car: 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/852250181/cc5e2571cb
https://vimeo.com/852267069/b96dbc265b


Background: 

 

Cooke Aquaculture’s Cairndow Hatchery was inspected by the Scottish Government’s Fish 

Health Inspectorate in December 2021: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

A letter from the Scottish Government to Cooke Aquaculture dated 7 December 2021 detailed 

inadequately maintained medicine records: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot:document/Cases+20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot:document/Cases+20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot:document/Cases+20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot:document/Cases+20210525-202105


A letter from the Scottish Government to Cooke Aquaculture dated 7 December 2021 detailed a 

shipment of 1.8 million Atlantic salmon ova (eggs) from Iceland: 

 

 
 

 

In December 2018, the Seattle Times reported on Piscine Reovirus in Cooke Aquaculture’s 

farmed salmon sourced from a hatchery in Iceland.   

 

In November 2022, $camon $cotland reported that PRV/HSMI had been reported at 37 salmon 

farms across Scotland since November 2017 including Bakkafrost salmon farms at Ardcastle and 

Tarbert South in Loch Fyne. 

 

Cooke Aquaculture’s Cairndow Hatchery was inspected by the Scottish Government’s Fish 

Health Inspectorate in January 2020: 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210525-202105
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/fish-farmer-destroys-800000-juvenile-atlantic-salmon-due-to-disease-second-purge-in-past-year/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/fish-farmer-destroys-800000-juvenile-atlantic-salmon-due-to-disease-second-purge-in-past-year/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/letter-to-scottish-ministers-on-prvhsmi-prevalence-in-salmon-farms-hatcheries-processing-plants-in-s.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/letter-to-scottish-ministers-on-prvhsmi-prevalence-in-salmon-farms-hatcheries-processing-plants-in-s.html
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210525-20210566/cases-20210525-20210566/govscot:document/Cases+20210525-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002


 
 

A letter from the Scottish Government to Cooke Aquaculture dated 12 February 2020 included: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/january-2020/cases-20200005-20200022/cases-20200005-20200022/govscot:document/Cases+20200005-2020002


Mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 3 July 2023 

details 11 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ involving 1.2 million fish at Cooke Aquaculture’s Cairndow 

Hatchery – including 90,352 morts in June 2022 due to viral disease (Infectious Pancreatic 

Necrosis) and deaths due to fungus: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


In September 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch filmed effluent pollution at a hatchery operated by 

Landcatch (Hendrix Genetics) at Ormsary: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In October 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch asked: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html
https://vimeo.com/459310938
https://vimeo.com/460477214


 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1313043131718406145
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b026be4179ba8200d-pi


  

 

On 5 October 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a Freedom of Information request with the 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency and Scottish Government on testing of salmon hatchery 

effluents and any pollution problems.  In November 2020, the Scottish Government replied that 

they did not have any information and SEPA never replied to the FOI request.   

 

Read more via: “Testing Hatchery Effluents for Viruses, Pathogens, Diseases & Chemical 

Pollution” 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b026bde98c107200c-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/testing-hatchery-effluents-for-viruses-pathogens-diseases-chemical-pollution-.html


Intrafish reported today (7 August 2023) that salmon farming companies in Chile were facing 

fines “relating to the destruction of colonies of mucilaginous microorganisms in sectors of a 

discharge channel, point of discharge and downstream of the effluent discharge” and “failing to 

implement necessary measures to respond to the destruction of microorganisms in sectors 

downstream of the effluent discharge”. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Herald newspaper reported in May 2019: “Campaigners are calling for a salmon hatchery to 

have its licence revoked amid concerns it was found pumping sewage into a protected river 

where endangered freshwater pearl mussels are found.  Kinlochmoidart Hatchery, in Lochaber, 

was branded as ‘very poor’ during a Sepa inspection of the site in 2017…..Don Staniford, 

director of SSW, said: “The Scottish Salmon Company has been found guilty by Sepa of gross 

pollution of the River Moidart, which is an EU-protected ‘Special Area of Conservation’. “The 

time has come for Scottish Natural Heritage, ministers, Highland Council and Sepa to close 

down the Kinlochmoidart Hatchery which has plummeted from ‘Excellent’ to ‘Poor’ and now 

‘Very Poor’.” 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/benchmark-genetics-faces-9-8-million-fine-over-alleged-environmental-rule-breaking-in-chile/2-1-1496026
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17645956.polluting-lochaber-salmon-hatchery-should-close-sewage-leak-endangers-pearls/
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/benchmark-genetics-faces-9-8-million-fine-over-alleged-environmental-rule-breaking-in-chile/2-1-1496026


 
 

Read more via: “Close Down ‘Very Poor’ Scottish Salmon” 

 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-very-poor-kinlochmoidart-hatchery-16-may-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-very-poor-kinlochmoidart-hatchery-16-may-2019.pdf
https://vimeo.com/336309608


Scottish Salmon Watch reported in August 2019:  “Fungus-ridden salmon farms have spread 

sewage wastes into pristine rivers threatening wild fish and shellfish populations. The 

Scottish Government must sample effluent from all salmon farms as a matter of urgency and 

close down the worst polluters. It's scandalous that SEPA have turned a blind eye to salmon 

farming pollution for decades.” 

 

 
 

Read more via: “Fungus From Fish Farm Pollutes River Polly (Again, Again & Again)” 

 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-fungus-at-mowi-fish-farm-in-river-polly-9-august-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/fungus-from-fish-farm-pollutes-river-polly-again-again.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-fungus-at-mowi-fish-farm-in-river-polly-9-august-2019.pdf
https://vimeo.com/352726314


BBC News reported in January 2018:   

 

“A Shetland salmon packing factory leaked "bloody" sewage into the sea, BBC Scotland has 

been told.  People had complained of an "offensive odour" coming from the Cooke Aquaculture's 

Mid Yell Plant.  It led to a Scottish Environment Protection Agency (Sepa) investigation in 2017 

- which uncovered "significant" breaches of environmental conditions….. A Freedom of 

Information request has revealed that Sepa was contacted by a member of the public in August 

2017, who reported "weekly offensive smell complaints from locals, the school and tourists".  It 

led to the environmental regulator visiting the site on the island of Yell - which, according to the 

inspector's report, uncovered untreated overflow from blood water tanks discharging into Mid 

Yell Voe.  Sepa identified one "gross" and two "significant" breaches of Environmental Limit 

Conditions related to this activity - but it is reported that only "small quantities" of blood water 

were leaked into the sea.  Scottish Government advice says untreated effluent from processing 

plants risks spreading infectious salmon anaemia.  The incident has prompted an environmental 

campaigner to call on the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation to expel Cooke Aquaculture 

due to breaches of the industry's code of practice relating to the spread of infectious diseases.”  

 

 

 
 

 

Read more via: “Cooke's Untreated Blood Water is 'Gross' says SEPA” 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-42808511
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/press-release-cookes-untreated-blood-water-is-gross-says-sepa.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/press-release-cookes-untreated-blood-water-is-gross-says-sepa.html

