Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon (March 2021)

SCOTTISH
SALMON WATCH

Scottish Salmon Watch (SSW) believes that factory salmon farming is a welfare nightmare
riddled with infectious diseases, physical abuse and mass mortalities.

SSW is calling for a ban on the use of "Thermolicers' (torture chambers for farmed salmon)
and legal action against the Scottish Government and salmon farming companies.

SSW believes Scottish Ministers and salmon farmers are breaching the Animal Health &
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 (Section 19: "Unnecessary Suffering"'; Section 21: "Cruel
Operations" and Section 24: "Ensuring Welfare of Animals").
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/update-mass-mortalities-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17966373.scottish-government-urged-ban-painful-salmon-delicing-tech/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/new-science-paper-turns-up-heat-on-the-thermolicer-.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html

Timeline

July 2017 - A damning report - "RSPCA Assured certification of Scottish farmed salmon” -
published by Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland exposed the problems at 'welfare
friendly’ salmon farms.

March 2018 - SSW's submission to the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry detailed
'Hard Evidence' on lice, diseases and mortalities.

May 2018 - SSW wrote to the Scottish Parliament's Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare
raising the question whether salmon farms were breaching animal welfare law.

June 2018 - SSW obtained gruesome photos of diseased and deformed salmon graphically
illustrating welfare abuse.
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July 2018 - SSW filed a legal complaint with Police Scotland and the Animal & Plant Health
Agency (copied to Scottish Ministers) stating that "there is a strong argument for a case to be
filed via the Procurator Fiscal”.

August 2018 - OneKind published a report - "Fish Welfare on Scotland's Salmon Farms" -
exposing "a number of welfare breaches including mass mortality, sea lice infestations,
disease and escapes".



https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Scottish_Salmon_Watch.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/letter-to-the-cross-party-group-on-animal-welfare-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-act-scotland-2006-dated-13-july-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-act-scotland-2006-dated-13-july-2018.pdf
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/

August 2018 - The Ferret named and shamed supermarkets selling farmed salmon from
companies accused of poor animal welfare.

September 2018 - Shocking video footage of welfare abuse by The Scottish Salmon
Company in Loch Roag was captured by photographer Corin Smith - triggering coverage by
the BBC 'One Show', BBC Panorama, The Ferret and The Daily Mail.

September 2018 - A Motion on the Welfare of Farmed Salmon was lodged with the Scottish
Parliament by Mark Ruskell MSP (supported by other MSPs) citing the Animal Health and
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006.

October 2018 - SSW launched a 'Crowd Justice' fundraising campaign to fund legal action.

November 2018 - SSW published photos from whistleblowers working at Marine Harvest
(Mowi) and The Scottish Salmon Company illustrating welfare abuse.



https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18w0IDPZezAe3gVfFwrAqWe2ThWVVvouM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-13963&ResultsPerPage=10
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-justice-for-fish-3-october-2018.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg

November 2018 - The Sunday Mail published video footage obtained by SSW of the
"disease hell" at Scottish salmon farms.
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https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/video-reveals-maggot-infested-salmon-on-scottish-farms/

November 2018 - OneKind published a report - "Cleaner Fish Welfare on Scotland's Salmon
Farms" - on animal welfare concerns associated with the use of cleaner fish on Scottish
salmon farms and recommendations to better protect their welfare.

March 2019 - SSW published a report - "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" -
detailing welfare and disease problems plaguing salmon farms.

June 2019 - Secret filming by SSW uncovered evidence of welfare abuse at The Scottish
Salmon Company's salmon farm in Loch Shieldaig (featured by STV News and The Ferret)
prompting a complaint to the Animal & Plant Health Agency re. "unnecessary suffering”. An
inspection by the Scottish Government (triggered by a formal complaint filed by SSW)
detailed "blind, rubbed and moribund" farmed salmon infested with lice, damaged eyes, boils
and flank abrasions.
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https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-ugly-face-13-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/the-ferret-sick-salmon-film-prompts-government-probe-into-scottish-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-shieldaig-11-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mmmm-blind-scottish-salmon-with-boil-lesions-anyone-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-re.-shieldaig-11-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sorry-state-of-salmon-farming-in-2018-25-march-2019.pdf

July 2019 - Over 44,000 people signed a petition co-ordinated by SumOfUs calling for
immediate unannounced inspections of salmon farms to assess fish welfare.

August 2019 - Scottish Ministers claimed in a letter to SSW that:

There is no evidence to support your assertions that there is widespread welfare abuse at
Scottish salmon farms. It is misleading and irresponsible to make such a claim, which
ignores the fact all farms operate within the regulatory framework and the vast majority
comply. We do not agree that all fish farms must be subject to immediate unannounced
inspections.

September 2019 - The Ferret reported that "Government investigations into alleged animal
cruelty after scarred, frayed and lice-infested salmon were filmed at a fish farm on the island
of Lewis were a “whitewash”, according to a new report ("An Autopsy of an All-Clear" by
Corin Smith).

September 2019 - SSW compiled new 'case information' (including photos) published by the
Scottish Government and suggested that “"the weight of evidence recording widespread
welfare abuse on Scottish salmon farms is surely now so overwhelming to bring legal action
for systematic breaches of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006?"

"Scottish Salmon Watch believes that Scottish Ministers - together with the SSPCA (who is
chaired by a salmon farmer - working for Scottish Sea Farms who in 2018 threatened legal
action against the disclosure of photos of welfare abuse of farmed salmon) and the RSPCA
who earn close to £1 million from certifying 70% of Scottish salmon farming production as
welfare-friendly - are irresponsible in not policing the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland)
Act 2006," wrote SSW in a blog: "Welfare Abuse at Scottish Salmon Farms - Why No Legal
Enforcement Or Prosecutions?"

"How many more dead and diseased farmed salmon will it take before Scottish Ministers take
action against salmon farms for welfare abuse? How high does Scottish salmon's mort
mountain need to rise to before it triggers a prosecution for breach of Section 19
("Unnecessary Suffering™); Section 21 ("Cruel Operations™) and Section 24 ("Ensuring
Welfare of Animals™) of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006?"

October 2019 - SSW wrote to Scottish Ministers reiterating their call to ban the Thermolicer
for breach of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 and publishing new video

footage.



https://actions.sumofus.org/pages/stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-1
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-from-scottish-ministers-claiming-no-widespread-welfare-abuse-20-august-2019.pdf
https://theferret.scot/salmon-vacasay-farm-whitewash/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ObzgSTtTfnxEnn92XXFeO6lOfP8g4w1X
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mortality-information-published-this-month-by-the-scottish-governments-fish-health-inspectorate-makes-for-grim-reading-for-sc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mortality-information-published-this-month-by-the-scottish-governments-fish-health-inspectorate-makes-for-grim-reading-for-sc.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-thermolicer-ban-9-october-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://vimeo.com/365112258

The letter suggested that the Scottish Government's Animal Welfare Commission and the
Scottish Parliament's Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare investigate the issue.

Don Staniford
@TheGAAIA
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| Scottish Government is urged
ban ‘painful’ salmon delicing t€¢
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October 2019 - SSW revealed from a Freedom of Information reply by the Scottish
Government that photos of diseased salmon would continue to be published on a monthly
basis despite objections from salmon farming companies (including legal threats from
lawyers acting for Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company and objections

from Mowi).

Photos: Scottish salmon from Mowi's Stulaigh Island farm in Loch Eynort


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-thermolicer-ban-9-october-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/animal-welfare-commission/
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/animal-welfare.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1183833944296509440
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf

November 2019 - The Ferret revealed that salmon giant Mowi (the largest salmon farming
company in Scotland) was "under fire over fish welfare after 700,000 deaths™ (Mowi
admitted in a press release to welfare problems of ‘cleaner fish' and an inspection by the
Animal & Plant Health Agency - which was triggered by secret filming by SSW in July 2019
and a complaint filed by SSW).

Salmon

company
rapped over
fish welfare
after 700,000
deaths

November 2019 - SSW wrote to Scottish Ministers citing new scientific research detailing
welfare abuse due to the Thermolicer.
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Sudden exposure to warm water causes instant

behavioural responses indicative of nociception or
pain in Atlantic salmon
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Abstract

Thermal treatment has become the most used delousing method in salmonid
aquaculture. However, concerns have been raised about it being painful for the fish.
We studied the behavioural response of Atlantic salmon acclimated to 8°C when
transferred to temperatures in the range 0—38°C. Exposure time was 5 min or until
they reached the endpoint of losing equilibrium and laying on their side, a sign of
imminent death. At temperatures below 28°C, none of the fish reached endpoint
within the 5-min maximum. At 28°C four of five fish reached endpoint, and fish
reached endpoint more rapidly as temperature increased further. Fish transferred to
temperatures above 28°C had higher swimming speed immediately after transfer
and maintained a high swimming speed until just before loss of equilibrium. Their
behaviour was from the start characterised by collisions into tank walls and head
shaking. Just before loss of equilibrium they started breaking the surface of the
water, swimming in a circle pattern and in some instances displayed a side-wise
bending of their body. In other words, salmon transferred to temperatures above
28°C showed instant behavioural responses indicative of nociception or pain.


https://theferret.scot/mowi-fish-farming-deaths/
https://mowiscotland.co.uk/2019/10/30/warm-temperatures-challenge-fish-health/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-re.-bdnc-breach-of-animal-health-welfare-act-2006-20-july-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-re.-new-scientific-papers-on-thermolicer-13-november-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/new-science-paper-turns-up-heat-on-the-thermolicer-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/new-science-paper-turns-up-heat-on-the-thermolicer-.html

December 2019 - Photos published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate
showed head damage due to high lice loads, bleeding gills, haemorrhaging, lesions and other
welfare problems.

Summary: 'Case Information' published online on 19 December 2019

Mowi - Port na Cro: Pasteurella skyensis, Anaemia & lice loads of 20 causing head damage



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/leave-our-farms-alone-demands-mowi-what-are-they-hiding.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf

January 2020 - Photos published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate
(who in January 2020 revised how they published 'Case Information') show welfare abuse at

Mowi's salmon farm at Tabhaigh in Loch Erisort.

February 2020 - SSW published a dossier of photos of diseased, deformed and abused
Scottish salmon obtained via 'Case Information'; Freedom of Information; sourced from
secret filming and leaked by whistleblowers.



https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/november-2019/cases-20190300-20190664/cases-20190300-20190664/govscot:document/Cases+20190300-201906
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/the-go-pro-camera-never-lies-unlike-salmon-farmers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/the-go-pro-camera-never-lies-unlike-salmon-farmers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-blowing-the-whistle-on-scottish-salmon-25-nov-2018.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/november-2019/cases-20190300-20190664/cases-20190300-20190664/govscot:document/Cases+20190300-201906
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf



https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547046.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/roj2qq783oh04fh/AAA6TbtL-EKVydWyEgNVSq1Ga?dl=0&preview=2016-0456-photos-+Ardgadden.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2016-0141-photos.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2016-0141-photos.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2016-0449-photos.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0&preview=2017-0184-photos.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547046.pdf
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Edie Bowles @Animallawyersuk said the dossier,
compiled by Don Staniford, a critic of salmon farming,
indicated “systemic and obvious” pain & suffering that
could justify legal action against @scotgov
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Why does @rspcaassured certify 70% of Scottish
salmon farms as welfare-friendly when there is systemic
suffering & abuse? @RSPCA_official @RSPCA_Frontline
@AnimalLawCon @Animal_Alliance @animalpharm
@AnimalEquality @AnimalAid @media_ciwf @PETAUK
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1223912000419434496

February 2020 — Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the RSPCA urging an end to the

certification of farmed salmon.
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As RSPCA 'VIPs' you have the power to stop suffering
on salmon farms in Scotland - please tell the RSPCA
executive to end certification of Scottish salmon!
@rspcaassured tinyurl.com/wn5g3p6 @ChrisGPackham
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The Sunday Times reported (9 February 2020):
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RSPCA paid over £500,000 to back
salmon industry

Mark Macaskill

The Royal Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals
(RSPCA) has revealed it was
paid more than £500,000 by
Scottish salmon farmers for
membership of an ethical food
scheme.

The charity admitted the
money was received this year
from 150 farms — about 60%
of the industry — who have
signed up to RSPCA Assured, a
food label dedicated to farm
animal welfare.

The disclosure has triggered
fresh criticism of the RSPCA
for supporting salmon farming
amid claims that millions of
fish suffer despite the indus-

try's efforts to improve
standards.
This weekend, naturalist

Chris Packham, a vice-presi-
dent of the RSPCA, said he in-
tends to raise concerns with
the charity’s top executives. In
a tweet to his 386,000 follow-
ers, he wrote: “Open cage
salmon farming is fraught with
very serious issues and clearly
needs reform/regulation/ces-
sation. I will liaise with @RSP-
CA_official to work urgently
towards a renewed position


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-the-rspca-please-stop-certifying-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-the-rspca-please-stop-certifying-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-the-rspca-please-stop-certifying-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html

March 2020 — Scottish Salmon Watch called for a ban on Thermolicers.

SCOTTISH
SALMON WATCH

§ WELFARE

Media Backgrounder (March 2020)

The Welfare Case Against the Thermolicer, Hyvdrolicer & Optilicer

- Evidence Sourced from the Scottish Government's
Fish Health Inspectorate (2016-2019)

2019-0135 North Papa — Fish 2 exophthalmia

Read more via Stop Thermolicing Farmed Salmon to Death!



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-case-against-the-thermolicer-hydrolicer-optilicer-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-case-vs-thermolicer-march-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-case-vs-thermolicer-march-2020-1.pdf

The National reported (9 March 2020):

/£ =, Don Staniford
= @TheGAAIA

"Scottish salmon farming tools ‘break animal welfare
rules’," reports today's @ScotNational @kapaterson
tinyurl.com/tsd8tkv @LynneUSneddon

@GreenerScotland @rspcaassured @ProfCMDwyer
@onekindtweet @SSPCA_Mike @Animallawyersuk
@PETAUK @HamishMacdonell @SSPOsays
@APHAgovuk

D Nf\TfON,\L ey b el th Sl Gomemmmnt ke .

Ereraren 1 ‘water techniques at fish farms, claiming these breach regulations on the

treatment of farmed animals.

irming tools ‘break animal welfare rules’

Monday, 9 March 2020

Scottish salmon farming tools ‘break animal welfare rules’

N 2= e

5:27 AM - Mar 9, 2020 - Twitter Web App

Lynne Sneddon -2
W @LynneUSneddon

| have written to the Scottish Government, Animal
Welfare Commission, RSPCA Assured Science with my
opinion on the inhumane use of heat treatments to
delouse farmed salmon #fishwelfare
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11:00 PM - Mar 8, 2020 + Twitter Web App
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Advocates for Animals b

@Animallawyersuk
We have recently written to the @scotgov challenging
the lawfulness of thermolicers (an extremely aggressive
piece of equipment used to de-lice farmed salmon)
under animal welfare legislation. We are proud to
represent our client @ TheGAAIA on this matter @
#animalprotection #fish

T

SCOTMNISH GOVERNMENT Q
CHALLENGEDIOVER SALMON?
FARMING PRACTICES

2. Don Staniford b4
-:' @TheGAAIA

239,333 more mortalities cited in 30 'Mortality Event
Reports' in Jan 2020 @marinescotland tinyurl.com
/rc6gd2z Reasons include "Compromised gill health
(CGD + anaemia associated with gill bleeding) +
thermal lice treatment” @MowiScotlandLtd
@GriegShetland @salmon_scottish

Jate reported Mort s Mort % Explained reasons

20/01/2020 44275 8§64 Damaged gills - bleeding. AG! ms
17/01/2020 21845  3.07 Mechanical HOe treatment If) o maes s

17/01/2020 20728  5.35 Seal Predation = SR T
20/01/2020 16187  3.06 Damaged gills - bieeding, AGI ¥ e Ao

31/01/2020 15329 128 Mechanical treatment =3
17/01/2020 14961 221 Mechanical lice treatment in
10/01/2020 14118  3.14 Seal Predation e R S S e S o
29/01/2020 12323 3.36 Seal Predation

31/01/2020 9773 1.59 Treatment related mortality

Ph Ser Lempare  Seray e - 11 G et e

" A ey v s K37 Gedua Pryoc Semade

“sh Health Inspectorate’ mortaity info o
17/01/2020 9450 217 Seal Predation e

20/01/2020 9247 1.72 Damaged gills - bleeding, AGI
08/01/2020 7126 146 Post Treatment

31/01/2020 5493 2.38 Physical damage incusred duts Mortality information - correct at the time of dats extraction ~ 06 March 2020
03/01/2020 5010 1.1 SealPredation * fomud

17/01/2020 4487 1.18 Compromised gil health (CGI

nformation to download

A Mosality information - until end Downlosd
January 2020, —
03/01/2020 3965 1.08 Post Treatment loss xusx | 2100k8

17/01/2020 3932 1.02 Compromised gill health (CGI

& RSPCA Assured and @ others

8:28 AM - Mar 11, 2020 + Twitter Web App


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/mort-update-jan-2020-239333-dead-salmon-via-30-mortality-event-reports.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/advocates-for-animals-challenges-scottish-government-over-salmon-farming-practices-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/mort-update-jan-2020-239333-dead-salmon-via-30-mortality-event-reports.html

April 2020 - Scottish Salmon Watch reported (6 April 2020):

/%5, Don Staniford
TEET @TheGAAIA

Anyone for disease-ridden Scottish salmon fresh from
Landcatch marinaded in antibiotic & cancer-causing
Formalin? tinyurl.com/ta88ydp @HGSalmonUK

@salmon_scottish New 'Case Information’ published
today @marinescotland The horror of #Scottish
#Salmon @ciwf @PETAUK @APHAgovuk

& Fergus Ewing MSP and 7 others

6:55 PM - Apr 6, 2020 - Twitter Web App
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Be Sure to Boycott RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon!
tinyurl.com/srommob Shocking new photos published

of Mowi's disease-ridden North Shore feedlot in Loch
Erisort @marinescotland @MowiScotlandLtd "visibly
moribund fish" & "significant lice damage" @sainsburys
@rspcaassured

& @LidIGB and 9 others

5:00 PM - Apr 7, 2020 - Twitter Web App


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-continued-new-data-for-january-2020-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-continued-new-data-for-january-2020-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html

Scottish Salmon Watch reported (23 April 2020):

/2“5, Don Staniford

=" @TheGAAIA

Censored: Welfare Abuse on Salmon Farms - redacted
FOI documents reveal welfare breaches of Animal
Health & Welfare Act @rspcaassured
@MowiScotlandLtd tinyurl.com/yb9wr3nk
@APHAgovuk @marinescotland @ProfCMDwyer
@SSPCA_Mike @SSPOsays @ChrisGPackham
@markruskell @scotgp

& Roseanna Cunningham ':‘.x and 9 others

8:53 AM . Apr 23, 2020 - Twitter Web App

Other documents disclosed by APHA included welfare complaints and inspections relating to
Mowi. The Scottish Salmon Company. Loch Duart, Grieg Seafood and Scottish Sea Farms.

The FOI disclosure details around a dozen salmon farms investigated/visited by APHA
(mostly in conjunction with the Fish Health Inspectorate) since January 2018 - including:

- Mowi's aptly named Muck salmon farm ( relfar
which was the subject to an anonymous tip-off regarding mortalities duc to d:smsc and a

failed Hydrolicer treatment and biomass breaches in -\ugusl 2019 (including video foorage of
a farty oil slick and photos of dead fish).



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html

May 2020 — Scottish Salmon Watch reported (27 May 2020):
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@TheGAAIA

RSPCA Assured Mowi Plagued by Mass Mortalities &
Infectious Diseases tinyurl.com/yaykxc8d Boycott
disease-ridden Scottish salmon treated with antibiotics
@MowiScotlandlLtd @rspcaassured @sainsburys
@LidIGB @AIldiUK Enteric Redmouth Disease
(Yersiniosis) is like the Black Death!

N .

& Fergus Ewing MSP and 9 others

8:46 AM « May 27, 2020 - Twitter Web App

Fish Farming Expert reported (27 |[May 2020) that RSPCA Assured had suspended on-site
inspections of salmon farms.

The certification body suspended in-person
assessments on March 23, replacing them with
virtual assessments carried out via live streaming through various platforms

including WhatsApp, Google Meet and Google Hangouts.

More than half the salmon produced in Scotland is farmed in compliance with

the certification body’'s standards.

Physical audit

From Monday, June 1 (phase 1), members who are due an assessment will be
offered a physical in-person audit. These will only be carried out with the

mutual agreement of both the assessor and member and will not be mandatory.


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/rspca-assured-takes-first-step-towards-normal-assessments/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/rspca-assured-takes-first-step-towards-normal-assessments/

June 2020 — Scottish Salmon Watch reported (10 June 2020):

REVEALED: Over Half a Million Salmon Tortured to Death by De-Licers!

|l WELFARE

- Parliamentary Reply reveals 522,702 farmed salmon died
due to mechanical de-licers between 2016 and 2019
- The Hydrolicer is the most lethal with 269,674 farmed salmon mortalities followed by
the Thermolicer (177,601 deaths) and the Optlicer (75,427 deaths)
- Fish Health Inspectorate publishes 108 "NMortality Event Reports' involving over
815,000 dead farmed salmon where mechanical de-licers are cited
- Advocates for Animals question legality of thermal de-licers
- Scottish Salmon Watch launches crowd-fundraiser to fund legal action

'—':-'2:. Don Staniford N

“-.'.'*Z-:-- @TheGAAIA
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Over half a million (522,702) farmed salmon died
shocking deaths due to the Hydrolicer (269,674 deaths),
Thermolicer (177,601 deaths) & Optilicer (75,427
deaths) tinyurl.com/yckasfwb @FergusEwingMSP
@GreenerScotland @scotgp @markruskell
@MairiGougeon @ProfCMDwyer @SSPOsays

03/03/2020 3 e )

To ask the Scottish Government what information it has regarding how many (a) farmed salmon and (b) cleaner
fish have been killed because of the use of (i) thermolicers, (if) optilicers and (iii) hydrolicers in each year since
2016.

o?us Ewing (17/03/2020)
The fi fgurcs recorded as involving thermal treatments in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 are shown in the following

table,
2016 2017 2018 2019
Hydrolicer 89,466 115,445 7,516 57,247
Thermolicer 47,982 52,798 35,841 40,980
Optilicer - - 15,610 59,817

There is no record of montality kept for cleaner fish.

6:40 PM : Jun 10, 2020 - Twitter Web App
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June 2020 — The Ferret reported (17 June 2020):

©IThe Ferret

Seal scarers used by fish
farms branded ’‘sonic
torture’

Rob Edwards on June 17, 2020

2%\ Don Staniford v
TZ=" @TheGAAIA

"The Scottish Green Party has called for an imminent
ban on seal killing by salmon farms to be beefed up to
include sonic 'torture' devices" tinyurl.com/yd8s8r39
@Shetnews @markruskell @scotgp @marinescotland
@SSPOsays @OTAQ2 @aceaquatec @NOAA

@MowiScotlandlLtd @scotseafarms

Greens want ban on seal scarers

THE SCOTTISH Green Party has called for an imminent ban on
seal killing by salmon farms to be beefed up to include sonic ...

& shetnews,co.uk

11:36 PM - Jun 7, 2020 + Twitter Web App


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/the-ferret-seal-scarers-used-by-fish-farms-branded-sonic-torture.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/the-ferret-seal-scarers-used-by-fish-farms-branded-sonic-torture.html
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2020/06/07/greens-want-ban-on-seal-scarers/

July 2020 — The Ferret reported (13 Jul;y 2020):

=3 The Ferret

Farmed salmon deaths

from disease reach
record high

Rob Edwards on July 13, 2020

The amount of salmon killed by diseases and other problems at fish
farms has reached record levels, with death rates quadrupling over
the last 18 years, according to an analysis of official figures.

More than 25,770 tonnes of caged salmon died prematurely in 2019, higher than in
any previous year. That equates to over ten million fish.

The analysis also reveals that the mortality rate at fish farms has risen faster than
salmon production over the years. In 2019, 13.5 per cent of the annual harvest died
prematurely compared to 3.1 per cent in 2002.

Campaigners have condemned the deaths as “biblical in scale” and a “stain on the
reputation” of Scotland’s food and drink industry. The salmon farming industry
said it was investing to manage the “challenges to fish health”.

The latest figures were analysed by Corin Smith, a campaigner who runs the
Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots website. They show that caged salmon deaths
have risen from 4,421 tonnes in 2002 to 25,772 tonnes in 2019, more than the
previous record high of 25,460 tonnes in 2017.

Estimates of the numbers of fish that died stopped being routinely published in
2013 after the industry complained the information was commercially damaging.
But based on previous years, 25,772 tonnes could represent between 10 and 20
million fish deaths, depending on their size.


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/the-ferret-farmed-salmon-deaths-from-disease-reach-record-high-.html
https://theferret.scot/farmed-salmon-deaths-disease-reach-record-high/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/the-ferret-farmed-salmon-deaths-from-disease-reach-record-high-.html
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The rising death rates of farmed salmon in Scotland

Year Mortalities (tonnes) Annual Harvest (tonnes) Mortalities as a proportion of harvest

2002 4,421 141,000 31%
2003 6,287 167,000 3.8%
2004 6,737 158,000 43%
2005 5,007 135,000 37%
2006 8,053 135,500 5.9%
2007 1,377 135,000 8.4%
2008 9,066 134,500 6.7%
2009 7818 141,000 5.5%
2010 7,511 157,000 4.8%
2011 9,494 159,000 6.0%
2012 12,945 160,000 81%
2013 10,329 160,500 6.4%
2014 16,046 179,000 9.0%
2015 18302 170,000 10.8%
2016 22245 163,000 13.6%
2017 25460 189,707 B.4%
2018 16,573 156,025 10.6%
20019 25,772 190,499 13.5%

Sources: aquaculture scotland.gov.uk, Scottish Government and issf.org.uk.

Scottish Salmon Watch published video footage of mortalities and welfare abuse:

Formic Acid Cleans Up Mowi's Discase-Ridden Salmon... Toxic Salmon Soup - Fresh from Kames Fish Farming!


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/video-nasties-mortalities-toxic-salmon-soup-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/the-ferret-farmed-salmon-deaths-from-disease-reach-record-high-.html

&> %=, Don 5Staniford @TheGAAIA - Jul 24, 2020

=== Scottish salmon farming is a welfare nightmare - shame on the R$PCA for

promoting welfare abuse! @philip_ciwf @onekindtweet @PETAUK
@LynneUSneddon @Animallawyersuk @MairiGougeon @FishEG4A
@SSPCA_Mike @RSPCAChrs @RachRSPCA @ChrisGPackham @PeterkEgant
@brianblessed @BillOddie



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/video-nasties-mortalities-toxic-salmon-soup-.html
https://vimeo.com/441103390
https://vimeo.com/441109948

August 2020 — The Daily Record reported (14 August 2020):
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Record
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Whales and dolphins being 'tortured' by anti-seal scare
devices at Scottish fish farms

The acoustic deterrent devices (ADDs) make noise underwater to scare seals and stop them stealing fish at farms but fears
have been raised over the damage being caused to other marine |ife.

fy Sarah Ward & Sarah Ves
By @ s [hews |

@ Scientific evidence shows t devia n damage the hearing of whales and dolphins (mage: Getty)

Scottish Salmon Watch published video footage of mass mortalities at The Scottish Salmon
Company in Loch Fyne:

."-z."*.z." Don Staniford ’
TEET @TheGAAIA

Boycott Scottish Salmon - the mortality rate for Scottish
salmon farms is over 20% with ca. 15 million fish dying each
year on disease-ridden feedlots - it's enough to make you
vomit not buy it! vimeo.com/444285904 @salmon_scottish

@SSPOsays @Try_Lochlander @coopuk

Lifting the Lid on Diseased Scottish Salmon
Filmed at The Scottish Salmon Company's Strondoir Bay
salmon farm on Loch Fyne in July 2020 More on disease...

& vimeo.com

6:22 PM - Aug 3, 2020 0


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/daily-record-whales-and-dolphins-being-tortured-by-anti-seal-scare-devices-at-scottish-fish-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/prisoner-cell-block-salmon-secret-filming-exposes-cruelty-of-caged-fish-farming.html
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https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/whales-dolphins-being-tortured-anti-22461861
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/prisoner-cell-block-salmon-secret-filming-exposes-cruelty-of-caged-fish-farming.html

September 2020 — Scottish Salmon Watch reported (2 September 2020):

4“5\ Don Staniford L 4
T35 ©@TheGAAIA

D

RSPCA Assured Mowi tops the mortality charts with a 17.4%
monthly death rate in July at Stulaigh in Loch Eynort & 28.7%

overall mortality in Loch Greshornish on Skye
scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports @SSPOsays @MowiScotlandLtd

@GriegShetland @salmon_scottish @rspcaassured
@KateForbesMSP

Scottish Salmon ><‘ >

Monthly Mortality Rate July 2020

Cumulative mortality
Company Farm Monthly mortality (%) Notes over full production
cycle (%)
Mowi Scotland Limited Stulaigh 174 Algal bloom n production
Mowi Scotland Limited Muk 145 (Farm stocked in &l Transfer in production
(rieg Seafood Shetiand Lid Corfarach L] CMS6il Health in production
Mowi Scottand Limited Boisdak (An Camus) 8l Agal bloom In production
Loch Duart (¢d Lochmaddy 10 P0 in production
Loch Duart g Sound of Harr 89 Trangler In producton
Gill Healthy/
Grieg Seafood Shetland Ltd Snizort East 62 SIS In production
Mowi Scotland Limited Greshomeh 5. (Fam falowed in ) (1) Vi)
8:41PM - Sep 2, 2020 @
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If Mowi was a dog it would be mange-ridden & infested with
parasites tinyurl.com/y6mvg3dl @MowiScotlandLtd Why
does the RSPCA continue to support welfare abuse by
certifying Mowi salmon farms @rspcaassured ?
@ChrisGPackham @philip_ciwf @onekindtweet @ciwf
@ProfCMDwyer #RSPCA

MQaWwI

About Mowi
Scotland

10:36 AM - Sep 3, 2020 ©)
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Salmondemic Plagues Scotland! tinyurl.com/y3st4jto Data
published @marinescotland details 233 ‘Mortality Events' in
2020 with 2.52 million farmed salmon due to diseases like
CMS, PD, AGD, HSMI etc @MowiScotlandLtd
@salmon_scottish @GriegShetland @scotseafarms
@kamesfishfarm
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Grieg Seafood reports Heart & Skeletal Muscle Inflammation
(Piscine Reovirus) in Loch Dunvegan on Skye tinyurl.com
/y29yky8v @GriegShetland @SSPOsays @marinescotland
@APHAgovuk @lainNaHoe @WHFP1 @ScotSalmonTank
@KateForbesMSP tinyurl.com/u3mxays @FergusewingMSP

@scotgp
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Fish Health Inspectorate case FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/salmondemic-plagues-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/skyes-the-limit-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html

The Ferret reported (24 September 2020):
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Salmon dying in cages
fish farm investigation

Billy Briggs - September 24, 2020

@ The Ferret ,
@FerretScot

An investigation has been launched into conditions at an
Argyll fish farm after footage emerged of dead and dying
salmon floating in cages on a freshwater loch.

I

Salmon dying in cages prompt fish farm investigation
Video evidence obtained by The Ferret shows hundreds of dead salmon,

many with lesions, in bins at premises used by Kames Fish Farming.
& theferret.scot

10:24 AM - Sep 24, 2020 W)


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/the-ferret-salmon-dying-in-cages-prompt-fish-farm-investigation.html
https://theferret.scot/investigation-launched-into-video-of-dying-salmon/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/the-ferret-salmon-dying-in-cages-prompt-fish-farm-investigation.html
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Secret Filming Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured
Kames @kamesfishfarm @rspcaassured @MairiGougeon

@APHAgovuk @ProfCMDwyer @LynneUSneddon

@Animallawyersuk @SSPCA_Mike @SSPQOsays
@GreenerScotland @SaveOurLochs @andrholder
@obantimes @strathearnrose tinyurl.com/yxwjpbb6



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html
https://vimeo.com/459078445

Scottish Salmon Watch published (25 September 2020) video footage of diseased salmon at
Mowi’s salmon farm in Loch Torridon:

October 2020 — Scottish Salmon Watch asked:

)

Y

' %54 Don Staniford

=" @TheGAAIA
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Ongoing Welfare Abuse on RSPCA Assured Salmon Farms -
Why No Prosecutions? tinyurl.com/y2hex43w
@MairiGougeon @APHAgovuk @rspcaassured
@kamesfishfarm @MowiScotlandLtd @scotseafarms
@salmon_scottish @GriegShetland @Animallawyersuk
@onekindtweet @ProfCMDwyer @LynneUSneddon



https://vimeo.com/462532313
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/ongoing-welfare-abuse-unnecessary-suffering-on-salmon-farms-why-no-prosecutions-.html
https://vimeo.com/462532313
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/ongoing-welfare-abuse-unnecessary-suffering-on-salmon-farms-why-no-prosecutions-.html

Q"‘:—:\ Don Staniford . 4
TEST @TheGAAIA

Dead fish @rspcaassured @salmon_scottish in Loch Damph
from 2019 look eerily familiar to the Loch Tralaig morts
@kamesfishfarm during 2020. Is this part of the "escalating

saprolegniosis outbreaks on salmon farms"? @thefishsite

2:19 PM - Oct 8, 2020 @
/2= Don Staniford Yy
TEET @TheGAAIA

New mortality data @marinescotland makes shocking
reading for investors @MowiScotlandLtd - nearly 900,000
dead farmed salmon reported already in 2020 via 84
‘Mortality Event Reports' gov.scot/publications/f...
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/ongoing-welfare-abuse-unnecessary-suffering-on-salmon-farms-why-no-prosecutions-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1319371362104991752

Undercurrent News reported (27 October 2020):

undercurrent

seafood business nows from benoath the surface

HOME » DATA + SPECES » COMPENES ¢ DOVWMSTREAM »

| sausmcn I comoes I meo |

Norwegian institute casts
doubts on salmon welfare
under thermal de-lousing

Scottish Salmon Watch reported (29 October 2020):

£ = Don Staniford v
TEE" ©TheGAAIA

In August 2020, nearly one million (996,329) farmed salmon
were reported as dying due to Pancreas Disease, Anaemia,
Cardiomyopathy Syndrome, complex gill disease, post
treatment mortality, post-physical delicing, Sea lice (Caligus)
grazing damage etc tinyurl.com/yy38aefl



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/norwegian-institute-casts-doubts-on-salmon-welfare-under-thermal-de-lousing-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/new-data-reveals-mass-mortalties-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/norwegian-institute-casts-doubts-on-salmon-welfare-under-thermal-de-lousing-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/new-data-reveals-mass-mortalties-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html

Video footage exposing welfare abuse at an RSPCA Assured salmon farm in Loch Creran
operated by Scottish Sea Farms was published by Fly Fish & Fly Tying magazine (30
October 2020):

5 b Mark Bowler L 4
@FFFTmag

Film footage shows sea lice currently out of control on many
west coast salmon farms: flyfishing-and-flytying.co.uk
/news/view/sea ...

#salmon #salmonfarming #scotland #sealice



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://twitter.com/FFFTmag/status/1322279217611104262
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html

The Herald reported (31 October 2020):
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Fish found in 'sickening’ conditions on Scottish salmon farms
as sea lice problem escalates heraldscotland.com
/news/18836582.... @rspcaassured @scotseafarms
@marinescotland @marksandspencer @SSPOsays
@SalmonTroutCons @FergusEwingMSP @LeroySeafood
@ProfCMDwyer

Fish found in ‘sickening’ conditions on Scottish salmon farms as sea li...
Graphic warning
& heraldscotland.com

@®

12:31 PM + Oct 31, 2020

A

ThesHerald

Scottish salmon found in ‘sickening’ conditions across
Scotland as sea lice problem escalates

f 6 By Caitlin Hutchison | W CaitlinHutchie

GRAPHIC WARNING

Fish found in 'sickening’ conditions on Scottish salmon farms as sea lice problem escalates


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/herald-scottish-salmon-found-in-sickening-conditions-across-scotland-as-sea-lice-problem-escalates-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/herald-scottish-salmon-found-in-sickening-conditions-across-scotland-as-sea-lice-problem-escalates-.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18836582.scottish-salmon-found-sickening-conditions-across-scotland-sea-lice-problem-escalates/

November 2020 — Salmon & Trout Conservation reported (2 November 2020):

,é Salmon & Trout
Conservation

SCOt and WHAT WE DO WHO WE ARE v ABOUT WILD FISH v SUPPORT US v

v

EAPINO CUR WIS WATIRS | KT e

Sea lice rampant on salmon farms

Shocking footage passed to Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland reveals horrendous sea 02/1/2020
lice parasite problems currently occurring on solmon farms in Argyll & Bute, Skye and the

Outer Hebrides. ’ e
30/10/2020



https://salmon-trout.org/2020/11/02/sea-lice-rampant-on-salmon-farms/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2020/11/02/sea-lice-rampant-on-salmon-farms/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2020/11/02/sea-lice-rampant-on-salmon-farms/

Scottish Salmon Watch reported (4 November 2020):

@E\ Don Staniford
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Photos slipped out last month @marinescotland provide yet
more damning evidence of welfare abuse on salmon farms -
please boycott Scottish salmon! tinyurl.com/yyymayjz
@salmon_scottish @Try_Lochlander @Folketrygdfond
@GreenerScotland @scotgp @coopuk @rspcaassured
@SSPCA_Mike

2:07 PM - Nov 4, 2020

Scottish Salmon Watch reported (6 November 2020):
2, Don Staniford L 4

o=
5= @TheGAAIA

Shocking Scottish Salmon: 78.3% mortality rate reported at
Grieg Seafood's Leinish salmon farm on the Isle of Skye - four
out of five @rspcaassured fish died a horrible death!
@GriegShetland @SSPOsays @onekindtweet
scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports

@KateForbesMSP @lanblackford_MP @WHFP1
Monthly Mortality Rate: 3 — >

Monthly Mortality Rate:

August 2020 Scottish Salmon
September 2020 Scottish
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-camera-never-lies-about-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/survival-of-the-unhealthiest-scottish-salmon-new-data-reveals-shocking-mortality-rates-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-camera-never-lies-about-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/survival-of-the-unhealthiest-scottish-salmon-new-data-reveals-shocking-mortality-rates-.html

The Stornoway Gazette reported (10 November 2020):

%Mﬁmag %a‘?g‘ﬁ( , News you can trust since 1917

Campaign group accuse local salmon farm
of welfare issues

A salmon farm based in the Western Isles has been accused of failing to
care for its fish - and not for the first time - after photographs appeared
on social media.

By John . Macinoes ®®®M®

Viva reported (23 November 2020):

SCOTTISH SALMON
FARMING

FLESH-EATING PARASITIC SEA LICE INVADE SCOTTISH FISH FARMS



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/stornoway-gazette-campaign-group-accuse-local-salmon-farm-of-welfare-issues-.html
https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b026bdea36584200c-pi
https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon/

The Daily Mirror reported (23 November 2020):

By Nada Farhoud Environment editor
17:17,22 NOV 2020

'Putrid’ salmon farms infested with flesh-eating lice threaten
wildlife in oceans

nvestigators for Viva! visited farms in the Highlands where they say fish are being kept in 'putrid’ overcrowded sea pens - a
breeding ground for diseases which can put oceans at risk

© Sea lice attached to Scottish salmon for sale on supermarket fresh fish counter gmage: DALY MIRROR)

@ Scottish Salmon Farms Exposed

SCOTTISH SALMONM
FARMING

Vova!

END
FACTORY
FARMING
Watch on (2 Youlube

BEFORE IT ENDS US



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-mirror-putrid-salmon-farms-infested-with-flesh-eating-lice-threaten-wildlife-in-oceans-.html
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/putrid-salmon-farms-infested-flesh-23050579
https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon/

December 2020 — BBC Countryfile featured shocking video footage shot inside a RSPCA
Assured salmon farm in Scotland.

‘2 % Don Staniford L
=== @TheGAAIA

RSPCA claim they "did everything they reasonably could”
with respect to welfare abuse @scotseafarms
@marksandspencer @SSPOsays in Loch Creran
@BBCCountryfile @joe_crowley

bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episod...

Surely it is reasonable to question why @rspcaassured still
certify salmon farms?

"...did everything th%ﬁ reasonably could...'

Source: RSPCA, November 2020

Countryfile
9:41 AM - Dec 7, 2020 ®
/Z' %= Don Staniford b=

TE=T @TheGAAIA

26% mortality rate on Scottish salmon farms (in just the sea
phase of production) - that means one in four RSPCA
certified salmon are dying a horrible death! @rspcaassured
@SSPOsays @marinescotland

bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episod... @BBCCountryfile @joe_crowley
@SalmonTroutCons @scotgp

Source: Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey, 2019

Countryfile

OSSO0 A 7 4 o lapli ™
9:59 AM - Dec 7, 2020 @


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html

February 2021 — An undercover investigation by Animal Equality revealed welfare abuse of
farmed salmon inside The Scottish Salmon Company.

Investigation:Seqiis t%,Salmon [ Animal Equality UK
! ' St o

SCOTTIS
SALMON

>

Watch on &8 YouTube

Despite a stunning device being in place in this facility, Many salmon’s gills were cut when they were still conscious,
numerous salmon displayed consciousness at the time of causing them to be in agony for up to several minutes as a
slaughter, evidenced by flapping, wriggling and gasping result.

motions.

Some salmon were stunned with a club after their gills were With so many animals entering the slaughterhouse, many fish
cut, causing their blood to spray out. In some instances, fell, or were thrown, to the floor when the chute was full. Left
conscious animals were clubbed as many as seven times. to suffocate, their painful death was even more drawn out.


https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon

The Times reported (13 February 2021):

B VIDEO

Waitrose salmon supplier Scottish
Salmon Company ‘let fish die on the

floor’

Ben Webster, Environment Editor

Saturday February 13 2021, 12.0lam,
The Times

Salmon reared by a company that supplies Waitrose and the Co-op were left to
suffocate on the floor of a factory, repeatedly clubbed and had their gills cut

while still conscious, an investigation has found.

L

sura  Animal Equality UK
@animal_equality

@ BREAKING: Undercover footage from Animal Equality
shows fish left to suffocate, repeatedly clubbed and having
their gills cut while fully conscious at a Scottish salmon

slaughterhouse.

Waitrose salmon supplier Scottish Salmon Company ‘let fish die on t...
Salmon reared by a company that supplies Waitrose and the Co-op
were left to suffocate on the floor of a factory, repeatedly clubbed ...

& thetimes.co.uk

®

8:26 AM : Feb 13, 2021


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/the-times-waitrose-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-let-fish-die-on-the-floor-.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/waitrose-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-let-fish-die-on-the-floor-9p30lw78w
https://twitter.com/animal_equality/status/1360505527340572675

The Sunday Times reported (21 February 2021):

THE SUNDAY TIMES | Todayssections ~ Pastsixdays Explore ~ Times Radio

Scotland

Animal welfare campaigners sound
out ban on acoustic seal deterrent

Jeremy Watson

Sunday February 21 2021, 12.01am,
The Sunday Times

Acoustic devices are used at salmon farms to scare off seals, but campaigners say they can cause lasting damage to dolphins,
porpoises and whales
ALAMY

Share - , f &

Save 3

=% Don Staniford ’
@TheGAAIA

An online petition to stop the ‘legalisation” of cruelty to
dolphins has helped win a U-turn by salmon farms
obantimes.co.uk/2021/02/21/mor...

@obantimes @marinescotland @SealifeA @scotseafarms
@OTAQ2 @aceaquatec @ScotlandMowi @salmon_scottish
@SSPOsays @strathearnrose @FerguszmgSNP
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Dolphin protection petition helps win fish i)

farms’ U-turn ==
R
[ o]

The petition and lobdtying had ‘very much played 2 part’ i the fish
farms’ U bern. but conganvationists stil had to keep watch and keep
CampaPnIng.

I a0 open letter 10 direcior of Maring S<otland Annabel Turple Deflace
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7:16 PM - Feb 22, 2021


https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/animal-welfare-campaigners-sound-out-ban-on-acoustic-seal-deterrent-x5fbl7pm7
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/animal-welfare-campaigners-sound-out-ban-on-acoustic-seal-deterrent-x5fbl7pm7
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1363930689008205829

March 2021 - Scottish Salmon Watch published shocking images of seals killed alongside
farmed salmon (8 March 2021).

Photo: Seal in bin with farmed salmon (The Scottish Salmon Company,
Taranaish salmon farm in Loch Roag) January 2020

Photo: Bloody seal dripping with eyes popped out
(Cooke Aquaculture, Unst, Shetland) December 2018


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html

The Ferret reported (21 March 2021):

— ©IThe Ferret

_ “Millions of dead

salmon dumped,

burnt or destroyed

Jamie Mann - March 21, 2021

@ The Ferret L J
2( @FerretScot

45 per cent of the salmon killed by disease or other problems
at Scottish fish farms end up as landfill, are incinerated or
disposed of as waste. #fishytales

MR



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/the-ferret-millions-of-dead-salmon-dumped-burnt-or-destroyed-.html
https://theferret.scot/dead-farmed-salmon-dumped-burnt-destroyed/
https://twitter.com/FerretScot/status/1373595367967690752
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Did you know that some salmon farms cram over 1
million migratory fish in cages? That's a bath-tub of
water for each farmed salmon (not to mention the toxic
chemicals, disease & welfare abuse) - it's like battery

farming Golden Eagles!
tinyurl.com/vdv838tv

Salmon Farming is
a Welfare Nightmare

4:28 PM - Mar 22, 2021 - Twitter Web App


https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1374035287983194116
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1374035287983194116
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1374035287983194116

Read more via Health Warnings for Farmed Salmon - Supermarkets Challenged to Introduce
Plain Packaging Like Tobacco!

Quit Buying
ce  Farmed Salmon

Salmon Farming is a Salmon Farming Scottish Salmon
Cancer on the Coast | jg a Video Nasty is Diseased

Scottish Salmon You Must be Blind Scottish Salmon
Makes Your Flesh Creep | {5 Eat Scottish Salmon Eaten Alive by Lice



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html

