
Media Backgrounder: FOI disclosure on Whiteshore Cockles by the Scottish Government 

in August 2021 (FOI/202100225785 – published on 19 August 2021) 

 

A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government dated 13 August 2021 reveals that: 

 

The Scottish Government wrote to Whiteshore Cockles on 5 July 2021 established a ‘Task and 

Finish Group’ tightening the net on disposal of diseased farmed salmon:  

 

 

 
 

Whiteshore Cockles wrote to the Scottish Government and the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

(Western Isles Council) on 29 June 2021 referring to “damaging” information disclosed to 

Scottish Salmon Watch clamining that a PPC application would be submitted to SEPA in July 

2021 with the new system “up and running by 31st March 2022”: 
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SEPA (the person who sent the email works for both SEPA and the Scottish Government) wrote 

to the Scottish Government admitting that they had agreed to “fast track” a PPC permit for 

Whiteshore Cockles even though SEPA “in general are not accepting new applications for PPC 

permits”.   

 

 



 
 

On 22 June 2021, the Scottish Government wrote to SEPA (at a Scottish Government email 

address) expressing “concerns around how Whiteshore Cockles are currently burying fish waste 

at their site”.  

 

 



On 21 June 2021, the Scottish Government wrote to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles 

Council):   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) replied that “we still have concerns over 

capacity” and “it should be clear what the sanctions are” (if Whiteshore Cockles continues to 

ignore the derogation).    

 

 
 

Whiteshore Cockles wrote to the Scottish Government on 6 July 2021 claiming: 

 

  



Here’s the letter from the Scottish Government to Whiteshore Cockles dated 5 July 2021: 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 



Whiteshore Cockles replied on 6 July 2021: 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported (28 July 2021): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/exposed-illegal-salmon-dump-caught-importing-diseased-fish-from-the-mainland-theyve-still-not-applie.html


 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/exposed-illegal-salmon-dump-caught-importing-diseased-fish-from-the-mainland-theyve-still-not-applie.html


Read more via: 

 

• Exposed: 'Legal' Salmon Dump in North Uist Caught Importing Diseased Fish From the 

Mainland (& they've still not applied to SEPA for a pollution permit)! 

• Taking the Fish - Illegal Salmon Dump Caught Taking Diseased Fish from the Mainland 

Despite 'Derogation'! 

• Scottish Government ‘exploring strategies’ for mort burial site 

• P&J: "Lives of Western Isles residents ‘severely hampered by rotting fish dump’" 

• The Times: "Fish graveyard ‘severely hampers’ life for islanders, officials claim"  

• FOI Lifts Lid on the Stench of Scottish Salmon: Government Legal Department Target 

Illegal Dumping of Diseased Salmon 

• Appeal to Scottish Information Commissioner re. FOI refusal by Western Isles Council 

on Whiteshore Cockles  

• Letter to Scottish Ministers on Illegal Dumping of Diseased Scottish Salmon in North 

Uist  

• Daily Mail: "Dumped into the dunes....thousands of rotten, disease ridden salmon" 

• Independent: "Scottish islanders raise a stink over vast salmon graveyard" 

• Video Exposes Mass Graves of Millions of Diseased Scottish Salmon  

• The Times: "Islanders raise a stink over vast salmon graveyard"  

 

 

 

Appendix:  

 

From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Date: Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 11:27 AM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government - 202100225785 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.  
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