
$camon $cotland, 24 September 2023 

 

Zombie Salmon II - Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Horror Show! 

 

Surveillance of Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Portree salmon farm off the Isle of Skye in August 

and September 2023 has revealed a mass mortality crisis with tens of tonnes of dead salmon 

being offloaded onto the Faroes-registered Bakkanes - dubbed Bakkafrost’s ‘Boat of Death’ 

which has capacity for 600 tonnes of dead fish [1].  The tragedy triggered a welfare and 

biosecurity complaint which is being investigated by RSPCA Assured [2]. 

 

 
 

A Google Drive is available via https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ca7Ig12u3-

0seHLNtWNNQa-18v2Z2rFE (email salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com for shared access) 

 

Here is a short summary of the video footage collected via drone in August and September 2023: 
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The gruesome video footage – shot via a drone on the cliffs at Torvaig overlooking the Portree 

farm – includes a slick of salmon scum as workers struggle to deal with the sheer volume of dead 

fish; biosecurity breaches as salmon are spilled and workers filling the 600 tonne capacity 

Bakkanes with so many diseased salmon that the equipment cannot cope:  
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Another summary video compiled from drone footage shot in August and September 2023 is 

available online here 
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The video footage – shot legally with a lightweight (249g) drone at Bakkafrost’s Portree RSPCA 

Assured salmon farm off the Isle of Skye – includes the following shocking images of mass 

mortalities being offloaded onto the Bakkafrost’s Bakkanes 73-metre wellboat [click on the 

images for the source video footage]:  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdcQABhN-Rg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHekj6YjxDA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hC2Y7vaUN70
https://vimeo.com/861178418/b1723d866d


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

[The video footage detailed above – and catalogued in a Google Drive - was shot by a drone 

operator who visited Torvaig cliffs above Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Portree salmon farm on 

seven separate occasions filming for ca. 2 hours in August and September 2023] 
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“Salmon farming is a welfare nightmare and must be immediately closed down to save tens of 

millions of fish,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland, who filed a welfare and 

biosecurity complaint on 8 September 2023.  “Bakkafrost is the king of death in Scotland and is 

haemorrhaging so much $almoney that shareholders in Norway and the Faroes must be looking 

on in horror.  The ethically and environmentally bankrupt salmon farming industry is dead in the 

water as warming Summer temperatures makes Scotland no place to farm salmon.”   

 

 
 

“A deadly cocktail of warming water temperatures, swarms of jellyfish, gill problems, infectious 

diseases, plagues of parasites and toxic algal blooms has killed off millions of Scottish salmon 

this Summer,” continued Staniford.  “Salmon farming is on life support and like a dead fish 

swimming.  The mass zombie salmon massacre off Portree may be the worst mortality event ever 

in Scotland.  Disease-ridden salmon spewing out into Scottish lochs represent a biosecurity risk 

to wild fish.  Consumers should avoid RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon like the plague.  Shame 

on Chris Packham – as president of the RSPCA – for sponsoring cruelty, suffering and death on 

salmon farms across Scotland.  The RSPCA should stop greenwashing welfare abuse and pull 

the plug on certification of Scottish salmon.” 
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In April 2023, a whistleblower tipped off $camon $cotland about mortality problems at 

Bakkafrost – with the advice to monitor boat traffic and track when the Ronjafisk and Ronja Star 

were both at salmon farm sites.  Intelligence received from a Bakkafrost insider in August 2023 

described the Bakkanes as “the boat of death”.   The Marine Traffic website shows significant 

boat traffic around Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm on 1 September 2023 including the 

Bakkanes, Ronja Star, Ronjafisk, Naomi Jennifer, Turas a Bhradain, Edith Grace and Alyssa: 

 

 
 

[Read more via Appendix 2 and watch a time-lapse video online here] 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/
https://vimeo.com/864310033/e5ad61e5e4


The Marine Traffic website shows the Bakkanes on 4 September 2023 in the Port of Kishorn 

(where it is assumed that the cargo of dead fish are offloaded onto waiting Billy Bowie 

tankers/lorries and/or stored in holding tanks): 

 

 
 

The Marine Traffic website shows the Bakkanes shuttling between Bakkafrost’s RSPCA 

Assured Portree salmon farm and the Port of Kishorn on 3 and 4 September 2023: 

 

 
 

 

On 6 September 2023, the Bakkanes left Portree for Kishorn once again and travelled back to 

Portree on the afternoon of 7 September 2023: 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/
https://www.marinetraffic.com/


 
 

 

Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Portree salmon farm – which consists of two sites but effectively 

is the same farming unit – was only stocked in March 2023 with 470 tonnes of fish reported at 

the Loch Portree (Torvaig) site (capacity of 2,022 tonnes) and 524 tonnes reported at the Portree 

Outer site (capacity of 2,192 tonnes). 

 

Last month, Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Portree salmon hit the headlines all around the world 

when video footage of ‘Zombie Salmon’ went viral via Newsweek, The Daily Mail, The Mirror, 

The Sun, Metro, The Daily Star, The Express, Bild, Dagbladet, E24, Focus, Ecohustler, Il 

Gionorale, La Stampa, RTL, The Kassan Times, Sol and The Sunday Mail. 
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On 18 August 2023, surveillance of Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Portree salmon farm captured 

the use of a FLS Caligus Delouser via the Ronja Star wellboat:  

 

 
 

Last month, The Herald published video footage of dead salmon at Bakkafrost’s RSPCA 

Assured Geasgill salmon farm in Loch Na Keal on the Isle of Mull (both the Ronja Star and 

Bakkanes were present on site): 

 

 

https://www.fls.no/products/fls-caligus-250--
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The Herald reported earlier this month that 210,000 fish had died at Bakkafrost’s Geasgill site. 

 

 

$camon $cotland filmed in early August 2023 at Bakkafrost’s Gometra salmon farm: 
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In September 2022, $camon $cotland labeled RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost as the ‘King of Death’ 

with an average mortality rate of 40%: 

 

 
 

Some RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost salmon farms off the Isle of Gigha – featured on STV News 

in October 2021 - exceeded 80% mortality: 
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Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured Druimyeon Bay salmon farm off the Isle of Gigha currently heads 

the list of the largest ever monthly mortalities with 1,110 tonnes of mortalities reported via 

Scotland’s Aquaculture in October 2021:  

 

 
 

Data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 5 September 2023 

reveals that Bakkafrost has reported 3.17 million mortalities via 130 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ 

thus far during 2023 (data up to mid August) with the following cases in hatcheries: 
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Data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 5 September 2023 

reveals the following ‘Mortality Event Reports’ in sea sites – headed by Geasgill in Loch Na 

Keal on the Isle of Mull and Gravir on the Isle of Lewis: 
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Of the 9.79 million mortalities reported by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate 

thus far in 2023 (data up to mid August), Bakkafrost accounted for 31% (3.17 million).   

 

 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland shows that for the last twelve months (July 2022 to 

June 2023 – data for July 2023 is expected in early September but as of 5 September had not 

been published*) the average cumulative mortality for the 25 Bakkafrost sea sites harvested out 

is 26.6% (the highest was 61.4% at Vuia Mor in Loch Roag).  

 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for June 2023 included: 

 

 
 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for April 2023 (Bakkafrost did not harvest out any 

farms in May 2023) included: 

 

 
 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for March 2023 included: 
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Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for February 2023 included: 

 

 
 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for November 2022 (Bakkafrost did not harvest out 

any sites in January 2023 or December 2022) included: 

 

 
 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for September 2022 (Bakkafrost did not harvest 

out any sites in October 2022) included: 

 

  

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for August 2022 included: 

 

 
 

Mortality data published by Salmon Scotland for July 2022 included: 

 

 

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-february-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-november-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-september-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-august-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-july-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-march-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-february-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-november-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-september-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-august-2022
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-july-2022


* On 9 September 2023, Salmon Scotland published July 2023 mortality data including over 

20% death rates at Geasgill and Gravir Outer (no Bakkafrost sites were harvested out in July 

2023): 

 

 
 

The largest shareholder in Bakkafrost is the Norwegian Government (as represented via 

Folketrygdfondet).  In November 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Norwegian 

Government asking them to divest from ‘unethical’ and ‘irresponsible’ investment in Scottish 

salmon.   In October 2022, $camon $cotland wrote to RSPCA Assured demanding the end to the 

certification of Scottish salmon as ‘responsible’ and ‘welfare friendly’. 

 

Earlier this month (10 September 2023), BBC Countryfile looked at why a record number of 

salmon are dying prematurely in fish farms, and questions what that means for the future of the 

industry”.   Watch a video clip online here and news coverage via The Sun. 

 

Read more on Bakkafrost’s mortality nightmare in Scotland via:  
 

Bakkafrost warns 2023 UK salmon volumes could drop 6,000t from forecast due to mortalities 

Faroese salmon giant Bakkafrost issues profit warning amid ‘extraordinarily’ low harvest 

volumes, ‘exceptional’ mortality costs 

Bakkafrost on track, but Scotland mortalities increasing again 

Bakkafrost shares plummet on profit warning 

Bakkafrost issues profit warning for Q2 2023  

Bakkafrost Haemorrhages $almoney - salvage of 'toxic' & 'explosive' feed barge costs "a cool 

million odd" with £81K per day in crane hire fees! 

Bakkafrost's Scottish Salmon Nightmare Gets Worse with 10,000 Tonne Black Hole in Scotland!   

Bakkafrost is Dead in the Water in Scotland - 2021 Annual Report Details "Deadly Cocktail"! 

Media Backgrounder: Year of the Dead Salmon - Bakkafrost Scotland is the King of Death! 

Over 80% Mortality at The Scottish Salmon Company!!! 

Mass Mortalities - 66% in one month at The Scottish Salmon Company on the Isle of Gigha!  

Scottish Salmon Exposed - Photos highlight the disease & welfare nightmare at The Scottish 

Salmon Company! 

Video of France 5s 'The Truth About Salmon' featuring Mowi & The Scottish Salmon Company 

STV News: "Thousands of rotting salmon ‘stink out’ village after mass death at farm" 

X-Rated Video: 90% Mortality at The Faroese/Norwegian 'Scottish' Salmon Company?! 

Photos of Welfare Abuse at The Scottish Salmon Company in Loch Carron (West Strome 

salmon farm) 

Videos of Welfare Abuse at The Scottish Salmon Company in Loch Carron (West Strome 

salmon farm) 
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Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report for October 2022 detailed (p24): 

 

“Bakkafrost also have access to boat Bakkaness, that has been converted to deal with mortality 

events with ensiling system on board and reportedly has 600 tonnes of storage for ensiled waste”. 

 

[2]  Read a welfare and biosecurity complaint filed on 8 September 2023 with the Scottish 

Government, APHA, Police Scotland’s Wildlife Crime Unit, the RSPCA, RSPCA Assured, the 

SSPCA and Highland Council online here 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/october-2022/additional-cases-20220497-20220529/additional-cases-20220497-20220529/govscot%3Adocument/Ad
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-filed-vs-biosecurity-breaches-welfare-failures-8-september-2023.pdf
https://twitter.com/AFFtheClyde/status/1693943923670909284


Here’s various correspondence:  

 

From: Artwork RSPCA-Assured <artwork@rspcaassured.org.uk> 

Date: Tue, Sep 12, 2023 at 9:30 AM 

Subject: Re: Complaint vs RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost in Portree 

To: Don Staniford salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 

 

Dear Mr Staniford,  

 

Thank you for your email. I have forwarded this to the relevant people to investigate.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Paola  

 

 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 1:52 PM 

Subject: Complaint vs RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost in Portree 

To: executive@rspca.org.uk, hello@rspcaassured.org.uk, emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk 

 

Here's a welfare and biosecurity complaint vs RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost in relation to mass 

mortalities at their Portree salmon farm off the Isle of Skye. 

 

What level of welfare abuse and scale of mass mortalities will it take for the RSPCA and RSPCA 

Assured to stop greenwashing Scottish salmon? 

 

The credibility of the RSPCA is being blown out of the water by endemic and systemic welfare 

abuse on RSPCA Assured salmon farms.   

 

Please pass this complaint onto Chris Packham (as president of the RSPCA), the RSPCA Board 

of Directors, trustees and supporters. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:executive@rspca.org.uk
mailto:hello@rspcaassured.org.uk
mailto:emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk


 

Director, $camon $cotland 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 1:41 PM 

Subject: UPDATED: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <MS.fishhealth@gov.scot> 

Further to the complaint filed by $camon $cotland on 17 July 2023 at Bakkafrost’s Portree 

salmon farm relating to video footage shot in June and July 2023, please find attached a follow 

up complaint based on video evidence gathered in August and September 2023.   

  

Drone footage captured at Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured salmon farm at Portree off the Isle of 

Skye provides damning video evidence of biosecurity breaches and welfare failures.  A video 

summary is available via: https://vimeo.com/862330351/cf9355f403 

 

A Google Drive is available via https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ca7Ig12u3-

0seHLNtWNNQa-18v2Z2rFE (I have allowed ms.fishhealth@gov.scot access to the folder but if 

you require other email addresses for wider access please email me via 

salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com).   

 

$camon $cotland believes that enforcement action should be taken against Bakkafrost – 

including a hefty fine and the cessation of their licence to operate a salmon farm off Portree.   

Moreover, the Scottish Government, APHA, the Scottish Veterinary Service (when operational), 

Police Scotland’s Wildlife Crime Unit and Highland Council are encouraged to inspect salmon 

farms across Scotland as a matter of urgency to monitor compliance with biosecurity and welfare 

laws. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

 
From: <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot> 

Date: Fri, Sep 1, 2023 at 11:44 AM 

Subject: RE: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ca7Ig12u3-0seHLNtWNNQa-18v2Z2rFE
https://vimeo.com/862330351/cf9355f403
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ca7Ig12u3-0seHLNtWNNQa-18v2Z2rFE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ca7Ig12u3-0seHLNtWNNQa-18v2Z2rFE
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.gov.scot/policies/animal-health-welfare/scottish-veterinary-service-svs/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaint-filed-vs-biosecurity-breaches-welfare-failures-8-september-2023.pdf


 

Hi Don,  

  

Thank you for contacting us, and providing this information we will investigate further. 

  

Regards 

  

The Duty Inspector, Fish Health Inspectorate, Marine Directorate 

Scottish Government, Marine Laboratory, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 

  

Tel: +44 (0)131 244 3498 

E: ms.fishhealth@gov.scot 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Sep 1, 2023 at 10:31 AM 

Subject: Re: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot> 

 

Serendipitous timing - I kayaked out to Portree salmon farm this morning at 6am but could not 

film due to multiple work boats on site including the Ronja Star, Ronjafisk, Naomi Jennifer, 

Alyssa, Kathryn Matheson and the Bakkanes (the latter left yesterday for Kishorn but is expected 

back). 

 

I actually visited the Marine Scotland office this morning at 9.40am but it was closed.   

 

There is clearly a disease disaster and we have further video footage - shot last night and earlier 

this morning via drone - suggesting biosecurity breaches. 

 

If there is an inspector in the Portree field office could they visit the site?  

 

I will pass on drone video footage when I am back home next week. 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

 

From: <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot> 

Date: Fri, 1 Sept 2023, 10:12 

Subject: RE: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Dear Don 

  

mailto:ms.fishhealth@gov.scot
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


Apologies for the delay in responding to your email below. I can confirm that the fish health 

inspectorate attended the Portree sites on 2 August. These cases (20230338 & 20230339) will be 

published in due course.  

  

Regards 

  

Sonia Duguid 

  

Fish Health Inspectorate, Marine Directorate 

Scottish Government, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 

T: 0131 244 3498 

S/B: 0131 244 2500 

E: MS.fishhealth@gov.scot 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 7:49 AM 

To: MS FishHealth <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot> 

Cc: Director of Marine <directormarine@gov.scot>; Charles Allan <Charles.Allan@gov.scot>; 

Neil Purvis <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

Subject: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

  

Please find attached a complaint detailing video evidence of welfare, biosecurity and health and 

safety breaches by Bakkafrost at their Portree salmon farm off the Isle of Skye captured on 28 & 

29 June and 9 July 2023.   

  

Please provide a receipt for this complaint. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Don Staniford 

  

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

 
 

 

mailto:MS.fishhealth@gov.scot
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf


APPENDIX 1: 

 

Guesstimate of mort #s at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm: 

 

We know that the Portree salmon farm (both sites at Portree and Outer Portree) had ca. 1,000 

tonnes of salmon deposited in March 2023 (presumably transferred from another location). 

 

Source: 470 tonnes of fish reported at the Loch Portree (Torvaig) site (capacity of 2,022 tonnes) 

and 524 tonnes reported at the Portree Outer site (capacity of 2,192 tonnes). 

 

How many tonnes would be there five months later in early September 2023? 

 

We know from other Bakkafrost sites that 500 tonnes in March can grow to almost 1,500 tonnes 

in September: 

 

 
 

 

We know from other Bakkafrost sites that five months growing can treble the tonnage: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

So we could assume that Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm had ca. 3,000 tonnes of fish on site in 

early September 2023. 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=87560
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=87563


We also know that the average mortality rate at Bakkafrost salmon farms over the last year has 

been 26.6% (in the years before that it was 40%).  And we know some Bakkafrost salmon farms 

have reported mortality rates in excess of 80%.  We know that 30% was a previous mortality rate 

at Portree.   

 

So a guesstimate for mortalities at Portree could be ca. 900 tonnes (30% of 3,000 tonnes) to as 

high as over 2,000 tonnes (80% of 3,000 tonnes).   

 

If morts in August 2023 (or September 2023) were higher than 1,110 tonnes that would be the 

highest mortality EVER of any Bakkafrost site.   

 

But Portree is actually registered as two different sites so if the morts are split evenly at Portree 

and Outer Portree and split between August and September then maybe it will miss out on the 

biggest monthly mortality.  

 

In terms of actual numbers, we know from Scottish Government data that Bakkafrost lost over 

200,000 fish at both Geasgill and Gravir in July & August 2023 with a monthly mortality in July 

2023 at over 20%. 

 

Bakkafrost could have lost way more than 200,000 fish at Portree (a reasonable suggestion based 

on the boat traffic, video footage and size of the farm: Geasgill has a maximum biomass of 2,500 

tonnes whereas the two Portree sites have over 4,000 tonnes maximum biomass).    

 

 

APPENDIX 2: 

 

Boat traffic around Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm (sourced from Marine Traffic data) – 

here’s a video showing movements from 29 August to 4 September 2023: 

 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/
https://vimeo.com/864310033/e5ad61e5e4


#1: Bakkanes (dubbed Bakkafrost’s ‘Boat of Death’ with a hold capacity of 600 tonnes and a 

FLS Caligus Delouser on board which started operation in Scotland in 2021) 

 

 
 

 

Marine Traffic data shows that the Bakkanes made trips from Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm 

to Kishorn on 30 August; 3 September, 4 September and 7 September: 

 

 
 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:312713/mmsi:231863000/imo:9366809/vessel:BAKKANES
ttps://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/october-2022/additional-cases-20220497-20220529/additional-cases-20220497-20220529/govscot%3Adocument/Ad
https://vimeo.com/855591559/56d2c6fd2a
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-delousing-vessel-ms-bakkanes/ssc-delousing-vessel-gets-fine-tuned-in-the-faroes/1374767
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:312713/mmsi:231863000/imo:9366809/vessel:BAKKANES


 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

#2: Ronjafisk (started operation in Scotland in 2019 and “equipped with a filtering and ultra-

violet system for water purification for smolt transport, delousing and treatment of all discharges 

into the sea”) 

 

 
 

The Ronjafisk arrived at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm on 30 August 2023 (from the Isle of 

Lewis) and left on 4 September 2023 (for Lamlash Bay, Isle of Arran): 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6082088/mmsi:257508000/imo:9845582/vessel:RONJAFISK
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/ronjafisk-scottish-salmon-company-solvtrans/ssc-executive-cox-baptises-scotland-specific-wellboat/1374771
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6082088/mmsi:257508000/imo:9845582/vessel:RONJAFISK


 
 

 

#3: Ronja Star (the “largest wellboat in Scottish aquaculture” which started in Scotland in 

November 2022: “equipped with an FLS mechanical sea lice removal system, and a reverse 

osmosis system to produce fresh water from sea water for freshwater treatment” which “enables 

dual treatments for gill health and sea lice in one operation”) 

 

 
 

The Ronja Star arrived at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm on 30 August 2023 (from Geasgill 

salmon farm) and left on 5 September 2023 (for the Isle of Lewis): 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:7230207/mmsi:259170000/imo:9921726/vessel:RONJA_STAR
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-scotland-ronja-star-solvtrans/scotland-salmon-farmer-welcomes-its-new-star/1454928
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:7230207/mmsi:259170000/imo:9921726/vessel:RONJA_STAR


 
 

#4: Turas a Bhradain (a Bakkafrost work boat used to transport morts) 

 

 

 
 

The Turas a Bhradain moved from Bakkafrost’s Geasgill salmon farm early on 30 August 2023 

via Kyle of Lochalsh and arrived in Portree in the evening of 30 August 2023 (it left on 4 

September 2023 to head to Bakkafrost’s Gravir salmon farm)  

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:7863747/mmsi:232049363/imo:0/vessel:TURAS_A_BHRADAIN
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:7863747/mmsi:232049363/imo:0/vessel:TURAS_A_BHRADAIN
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:7863747/mmsi:232049363/imo:0/vessel:TURAS_A_BHRADAIN#Photos


 
 

#5: Naomi Jennifer (a mort boat which saw action at Bakkafrost’s Geasgill salmon farm in 

August 2023 and at Bakkafrost’s West Strome salmon farm in September 2021) 

 

 

 
 

The Naomi Jennifer arrived at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm on 31 August 2023 (from North 

Uist) and left on 7 September 2023 (for Loch Torridon): 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:3363017/mmsi:235109092/imo:0/vessel:NAOMI_JENNIFER
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23740769.scottish-salmon-dead-fish-saw-tells-us-sector/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23740769.scottish-salmon-dead-fish-saw-tells-us-sector/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-horror-videos-reveal-welfare-abuse-inside-scottish-salmon-trout-cages-12-september-2021-5.pdf
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:3363017/mmsi:235109092/imo:0/vessel:NAOMI_JENNIFER
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:3363017/mmsi:235109092/imo:0/vessel:NAOMI_JENNIFER#Photos


 
 

#6: Edith Grace (work boat which can carry morts) 

 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6936046/mmsi:232040254/imo:0/vessel:EDITH_GRACE
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6936046/mmsi:232040254/imo:0/vessel:EDITH_GRACE#Photos


The Edith Grace arrived at Bakkafrost’s salmon farm on 27 August 2023 and left on 4 September 

2023: 

 
 

#7: Kathryn Matheson (work boat which transports morts) 

 

 

 
 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:5902318/mmsi:232021327/imo:0/vessel:KATHRYN_MATHESON
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:5902318/mmsi:232021327/imo:0/vessel:KATHRYN_MATHESON
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:5902318/mmsi:232021327/imo:0/vessel:KATHRYN_MATHESON#Photos


The Kathryn Matheson arrived at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm on 31 August 2023 (from the 

Isle of Harris) and left on 3 September 2023 (for Mallaig): 

 

 
 

 

#8: Alyssa (a work boat which transports morts) 

 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:4845720/mmsi:232006994/imo:0/vessel:ALYSSA
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:4845720/mmsi:232006994/imo:0/vessel:ALYSSA


 
 

 

The Alyssa arrived at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm on 30 August 2023 (from the Isle of 

Harris) and left on 4 September 2023 (to Kyle of Lochalsh): 

 

 
 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:4845720/mmsi:232006994/imo:0/vessel:ALYSSA#Photos


#9: Patricia Matheson (a work boat) 

 

 
 

The Patrica Matheson visited Bakkafrost’s salmon farm on 1 September 2023: 

 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6162214/mmsi:232026880/imo:0/vessel:PATRICIA_MATHESON
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:6162214/mmsi:232026880/imo:0/vessel:PATRICIA_MATHESON#Photos

